

Macbeth
Act IV Scene 1

1 APPARITION

Macbeth! Macbeth! Macbeth! beware Macduff,

Beware the Thane of Fife. Dismiss me. Enough.

Off

MACBETH

What’ver though art, for they good caution thanks;

Thou hast harped my fear aright. But one word more -

1. What is the warning of the first apparition?

2. What does Macbeth mean when he says “though hast harped my fear aright?

2nd APPARITION

Be bloody, bold, and resolute; laugh to scorn

The power of man; for none of woman born

Shall harm Macbeth

MACBETH

Then live Macduff. What need I fear of thee?

But yet I’ll make assurance double sure,

And take a bond of fate. Thou shalst not live;

That I may tell pale-hearted fear it lies,

And sleep spite of thunder.

3. What is the warning of the 2nd Apparition?

4. Why does Macbeth say here that Macduff may live?

5. Why does Macbeth decide to kill Macduff anyway?

3RD APPARTION
Be lion-mettled, proud, and take no care

Who chafes, who frets, or where conspirers are.

Macbeth shall never vanquished be until

Great Birnam wood to high Dunsinane hill

Shall come against him.

Off

6. The 3rd Apparition says Macbeth should not worry about “who chafes, who frets, or where conspirers are.” What does this mean?

7. What does the 3rd Apparition say that makes Macbeth feel secure?

MACBETH

That will never be!

Who can impress the forest, bid the tree

Unfix his earth-bound root? Sweet bodements! Good!

Rebellious dead, rise never, till the wood

Of Birnam rise, and our high-placed Macbeth

Shall live the lease of nature, pay his breath

To time and mortal custom. Yet my heart

Throbs to know one thing: tell me, if your art

Can tell so much, shall Banquo’s issue ever

Reign in this kingdom

8. The witches said the visions would give Macbeth a sense of security. What sense of security does Macbeth have after hearing the three apparitions.

MACBETH

(Aside) Time, thou anticipat’st my dread exploits.

The flighty purpose never is o’ertook

Unless the deed go with it. From this moment

The very firstlings of my heart shall be

The firstlings of my hand. And even now,

To crown my thoughts with acts, be it thought and done.

The castle of Macduff I will surprise,

Seize upon Fife, to give to th’edge o’the sword

His wife, his babes, and all unfortunate souls

That trace him in’s line. No boasting like a fool;

But no more sights! (Aloud) Were are these gentlemen?

Come, bring me where they are.

Off

9. What does Macbeth mean when he says “The firstlings of my heart shall be the firstlings of my hand”?

MACDUFF

Fit to govern!

No, not to live. O nation miserable!

With an untitled tyrant bloody-sceptred,

When shalt thou see thy wholesome days again,

Since that the truest issue of thy throne

By his own interdiction stands accused,

And does blaspheme his breed? Thy royal father

Was a most sainted king; the queen that bore thee

Oft’ner upon her knees than on her feet,

Died every day she lived. Fare thee well!

These evils thou repeat’st upon thyself

Hath banished me from Scotland. O my breast,

Thy hope ends here!

10. Give three reasons why Macduff says Malcolm is not fit to govern? (Answers in Act 4, Scene 3 line 61, Act 4, Scene 3, line 79.., Act 4, Scene 3, line 96)

MALCOLM

‘Tis call the evil:

A most miraculous work in this good king,

Which often, since my here-remain in England,

I have seen him do. How he solicits heaven,

Himself best knows. But strangely-visited people,

All swollen and ulcerous, pitiful to the eye,

The mere despair of surgery, he cures,

Hanging a golden stamp about their necks,

Put on with holy prayers. And ‘tis spoken,

To the succeeding royalty he leaves

The healing benediction. With this strange virtue

He hath a heavenly gift of prophecy,

And sundry blessings hang about this throne

That speak him full of grace.

11. Who is Malcolm talking about?

12. What strange power does this king have?
13. Why does Shakespeare tell the audience about the special abilities of this king?

MACDUFF

O, I could play the woman with mine eyes,

And braggart with my tongue! But, gentle heavens,

Cut short all intermission: front to front

Bring thou this fiend of Scotland and myself.

Within my sword’s length set him; if he ‘scape,

Heaven forgive him too!

14. Why is Macduff crying?

15. Who is the “fiend of Scotland”?

16. What does Macduff want to do to him?

MALCOLM

This tune goes manly.

Come, go we to the king; our power is ready;

Our lack is nothing but our leave. Macbeth

Is ripe for shaking, and the Powers above

Put on their instruments. Receive what cheer you may:

The night is long that never finds the day.

17. What does Malcolm mean when he says “our power is ready”?

18. Where are they all going?

